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Camp History 

WASHINGTON CROSSING COUNCIL, BSA 

When Bucks County Council was formed in 1927, one of the first considerations was securing land 

for a suitable camp. A committee under the chairmanship of Henry Palmer visited about 33 sites 

within the radius of one hundred miles of Bucks County. The committee finally chose land in 

Sunnyside, New Jersey about 7 miles north of Flemington on the south bank of the Raritan River. 

The camp was called Buccou (Buc for Bucks and Cou for County). The Good Times Hall was donat-

ed by Mr. Palmer and the Doylestown Kiwanis Club and they built the Craft Lodge on that proper-

ty. Meals were served in a large tent and campers generally stayed the entire summer, according 

to camp staffer Harry C. Meyers of Feasterville.  

Samuel M. Snipes of Morrisville still recalls the 2 songs of Camp Buccou; "Time to Take a Swim" 

and "Camp Along the Raritan". 

Camp Buccou was occupied until 1940, but the Scouts of Bucks County wanted a camp in their 

county and a determined effort was made to find suitable land. The Scout Executive and the 

Camping Committee visited 77 possible sites. In March 1940, the first parcel of land was purchased 

for the price of $17,500 dollars from Mr. Charles Larsen. This Bucks County site was selected next 

to Ralph Stover State Park. The flag pole from Camp Buccou was erected on the parade ground of 

our present camp that summer.  

At the suggestion of Mr. Edward Barnsley of Newtown and with much discussion, the camp was 

named Ockanickon to honor the Leni Lenape Indian Chief Ockanickon who was one of the convey-

ors of Bucks County land to William Penn in 1682. It was impossible to move the Kiwanis Craft 

Lodge to the new camp, so a replica building was designed to replace it. A contribution from the 

family of the late Henry Palmer enabled the camp to renovate the back of the old carriage house 

into a kitchen for the dining hall and designated the building Palmer Lodge in his memory. This 

served as the camp’s dining hall until the construction of Foster Hall. In the fall of 1940 a fireplace 

in memory of Mr. Bruce Ford was built in Palmer Lodge through the generosity of Mrs. Bruce Ford. 

In 1941 Mr. Charles J. Matthews gave council $5,000 dollars toward the construction of a swim-

ming pool in memory of his wife Clara Matthews. The balance of $8,000 dollars was donated by 

friends of the Boy Scouts of Bucks County. 

In 1946 a log cabin in the Tohickon Valley was purchased for the use of Explorers and named Un-

cas Lodge. At the beginning of the 1948 camp season, the rostrum in the chapel was dedicated by 

Dr. A.J. Strathie to the memory of his wife and son. The benches and the shrubbery in the chapel 

were dedicated to the memory of those designated on the plaques. 

 

 

A History of Ockanickon Scout Reservation 

The Ockanickon Story 

Compiled by Donald A. Wiater 
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Camp History 

OCKANICKON SCOUT RESERVATION 

In July 1950 the Health Lodge was dedicated to the memory of Morrisville Mayor Thomas B. Stock-

ham by Mrs. Stockham and the Stockham family. A brass memorial plaque on the building lists his 

services to Scouting and the nation. In 1951 a more adequate water supply system for the pool was 

made by pumping water up from the Tohickon Creek. This system was presented by the son of Wil-

liam Fretz in memory of his father. In 1955 nine acres of land were purchased by the Council from 

Harold J. Freed on the southwest side of the camp, establishing two new campsites. In 1956 twenty

-three acres were purchased from the heirs of Christian Snyder and two new campsites were add-

ed. Also in 1956 thirty seven and one half acres with a house and barn were purchased from Ray-

mond W. Powers and the camp ranger moved there from the Administration Building. This area 

was known as the "Ranch" and today is part of the Science Center. 

In 1960 the Development Fund Campaign gave additional gifts for buildings and facilities properly 

designated by plaques. In 1963 Troop and Post 20 of Newtown presented funds for a new adiron-

dack in Tamanend Campsite. 

Through the years a number of adirondack cabins and washhouses have been presented by various 

service clubs, individuals, and foundations throughout the county. Each one of the gifts bears a 

plaque showing the name of the donor and were dedicated in August 1953. In 1955 nine additional 

adirondacks were erected. 

The Order of the Arrow took over the project of building our Council Fire Ring. Seventy two seats 

were sold and appropriate plates were placed on each seat to pay for the cost of materials. It could 

accommodate 720 people. The Council Fire Ring was dedicated July 21, 1956. 

The Stone Conservation Lodge was presented by Mr. S. Feinstone in the name of his grandson Jo-

seph F. Stone who was a member of Troop 20 of Newtown. It was dedicated on July 21, 1956. 

The Edward M. Happ memorial sundial mounted on a stone base at the old parade field flag pole 

was dedicated on September 29, 1957. This was presented by the men of Troop 52 sponsored by 

St. Joseph's Society of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Roman Catholic Church in Doylestown and Post 

18 sponsored by the United Church of Christ in Doylestown. 

In December of 1960 thirty eight acres of land east of the Tohickon Creek were presented to the 

camp by Mr. Edward C. Riley. In 1962 a foundation gave funds for a Troop Lodge near Quabosco 

Campsite. In 1963 the Grundy Foundation presented an identical Troop Lodge at the Five Star site 

now known as Grundy Lodge. 

During the period from 1965 to 1968 the Council Service Center was completed in Doylestown. The 

new L shaped swimming pool was constructed by Sylvan Pools in time for the 1969 summer camp 

season. Sky Lake camping property was acquired in 1969 and the first council sponsored Wood 

Badge course was held at Sky Lake in August 1975. 

Ajapeu Lodge 33 of the Order of the Arrow contributed funds for the construction of the Order of 

the Arrow Memorial Lodge in 1970-1971 in memory of Douglas Booth and William J. Erkes killed in 

Vietnam in the service of their country. In 1971 the new Maintenance Building was built at the en-

trance to camp. 
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WASHINGTON CROSSING COUNCIL, BSA 

The Watts property in the valley was acquired in 1971 and the adjacent property and cabin owned 

by the Troop 290 Association of Philadelphia was purchased for $4,000 in 1975. The Watts Cabin 

burned in the fall of 1976 and only the foundation and chimney are left. 

Following the formation of a Camp Properties Committee in 1973 extensive upgrading of existing 

facilities and the development of new facilities proceeded in a more rapid and orderly fashion. 

From 1973 through 1979 a complete renovation of the camp kitchen and new septic system was 

completed, rewiring of Palmer Lodge buildings, erection of three new water storage tanks, drilling 

of a new well, installation of new water system on the "Ranch" property, a four acre lake created 

by Morrissey Builders, three new troop sites added, a picnic grove area created, parking lot built, 

the renovation of the farmhouse and barn to a new leadership development area, new trucks, row-

boats and a jeep were procured or completed. 

The Willard L. Ross Memorial, a year round conservation and ecology center in Stone Lodge, began 

operation in late 1975 with dedication in July 1976. Selective timbering at Ockanickon was also 

completed in 1975 to improve tree growth and life in the area adjacent to the rifle range. 

Following extensive study and review with unit and district Scouters, the Executive Board, upon 

recommendation of the Camp Properties Committee and Finance Committee, closed Sky Lake 

Camp, Bucks County Council's wilderness camp, in 1975. All equipment was returned to Ock-

anickon and the property sold for $143,000 dollars in September 1976 with the funds being placed 

in the Bucks County Council Trust Fund earmarked for future camp property development and im-

provement. 

In 1984 Bucks County Council acquired the old Boys Club, Camp Stern, across the road from camp 

and the Kessler property next to Ockanickon. A cabin on the Kessler property was enlarged and 

renovated in 1986 to serve as a new home for the Camp Director. 

In the late 1980's after many years of debt and poor attendance, it was time to build, replace and 

re-think Camp Ockanickon. In the summer of 1985 a new filter system was installed at the swim-

ming pool and a new filter house was built in 1986. In 1984 and 1985 five new adirondacks were 

erected in memory of Harvey Walton. In 1987 through 1989 all structures and buildings in the 

camp were re-roofed. In 1990 our entire electrical plant was replaced and a $20,000 dollar new 

shower house was built at the pool. The entire facility was painted earth tone colors in 1991. Also 

in 1992 the campfire ring and chapel seating were replaced. In 1993 new pressure treated tent 

platforms replaced old ones. In 1994 the pool area was remodeled at the cost of $60,000 dollars. 

The Trading Post was remodeled in 1994 with new counters, insulation, and electrical service. The 

new year-round dining facility, Foster Hall, was completed and dedicated on April 9, 1995. 

In 1996 a new camp office was completed in the former Troop Lodge near Quabosco. It included 

private offices, central air and heat, and attractive lighting. Through volunteers it was completed at 

no cost to the council. New docks were built at Great Buck Lake (Chinquilipa Lake) by Ajapeu Lodge 

33 and Ajapeu and Neshaminy campsites were added on the lake side of camp. Former Palmer Hall 

has been renovated to a Handicraft Lodge with staff housing upstairs. A new phone system was 

installed in the camp. 
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OCKANICKON SCOUT RESERVATION 

In 1996 a grant was received from Betz-Dearborn Corporation to build the first ever science center 

at a Boy Scout camp. The former Leadership Development Building was renovated to become the 

Betz-Dearborn Science Center in 1997 and the project included the purchase of a $7,000 telescope, 

an inflatable planetarium, and a chemistry lab. A new roof, windows, doors, and central heat and 

air were installed. Project C.O.P.E. was added to the camp program with the completion of the Low 

Course in 1997 and the High Course in 1998, adding 5 new elements in 2004. The Trading Post was 

renovated again and expanded and additional tent platforms placed in existing campsites. In 1999 

the pool was upgraded with a commercial D.E. filter system and the pool deck and plumbing were 

replaced. 

In October 2012, super storm Sandy caused major damage to our camp. Many tent platforms, la-

trines, and Adirondack shelters were destroyed and there was roof damage to several buildings. 

We also lost many healthy trees. We were able to rebuild and repair all the structures for the 

opening of summer camp 2013. Gilmore Family Trust donated the funds for the construction of a 

45 foot climbing tower located near the pool area in 2013. In the early summer of 2015, a large 

pavilion was constructed for the Dan Beard program. In the fall of 2015, a lakeside canoe pavilion 

was erected in memory of Dr. Manual Marks, a longtime member of Troop 10 in Yardley. 

In January of 2014, Bucks County Council absorbed territory in New Jersey, formerly part of Central 

New Jersey Council. This acquisition effectively doubled the geographic size as well as the member-

ship numbers of the council to now include more than 8,200 youth members and 240 Cub Scout 

Packs, Boy Scout Troops, Venturing Crews, and Explorer Posts. Throughout the year, there was 

much discussion about changing the name of the council to reflect the fact that it had grown to 

include so much more than just Bucks County. Through the collaboration of dozens of volunteers, 

Bucks County Council was formally renamed Washington Crossing Council. Also as a result of this 

absorption, now including the geographic territory that made up Sanhican Lodge 2, the second-

oldest lodge in the country, a part of Sakuwit Lodge, the youth on the Lodge Executive Committee 

voted in an executive session to change the number of Ajapeu Lodge from 33 to 2. 

A new dock for the lake was funded by David Oertel and installed in the Spring of 2016 to replace 

the aging wood docks. The offseason between the Summer of 2015 & 2016 also featured a heavy 

push into replanting and a new forestry plan. This plan featured two weekends of replanting trees 

with about 300 trees, shrubs, and acorns per acre. These weekends brought a total of more than 

300 volunteers onto the property to plant more than 8,000 total acorns.  

Camp Ockanickon is approximately 240 acres in size and offers one of the largest merit badge pro-

grams in the Northeast Region with 80 badges offered at summer camp. The outdoor adventure 

program includes rock climbing at Ralph Stover State Park, sailing on nearby Lake Galena, moun-

tain biking on Cannondale bikes, and riding on MBS mountain boards. A Dan Beard Program 

uniquely designed for training in the Tenderfoot to First Class requirements is offered to first year 

campers. 

 



 
Hello Parents! 
 
 Sending your Scout(s) to Ockanickon is easy! This guide was as-
sembled to help you, along with your unit leader, prepare your 
Scout for camp.  
 
 Ockanickon is one of the most popular Boy Scout camps in the 
northeast. Our enrollment is no accident because we offer: 

 A program that has something for everyone 
 Fine facilities including a state of the art, air conditioned 

dining facility with a professionally managed food service 
program 

 A mature, professional staff that will do whatever is re-
quired for our campers 

 A safe, well-run, sanitary facility 
You won’t find a better operation. 
 
 Please partner with your unit leader by providing all the infor-
mation necessary about your Scout to help ensure a great camping 
experience. 
 
 We look forward to welcoming your son to Ockanickon. 
 

Best wishes, 
 

  James E. McCabe   Vince Quinn 
  Summer Camp Director  Council Camping, VP 
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WASHINGTON CROSSING COUNCIL, BSA 

Ockanickon Scout Reservation 
5787 State Park Road 
Pipersville, PA  18947 

(215) 297-5290 
FAX: (215) 297-8702   www.ockanickon.org 



Unit Camping Opportunities 
Ockanickon Scout Reservation is located on 240 pristine acres of woodlands, in beautiful Bucks 
County, Pennsylvania. It is bordered by beautiful state parks and the Tohickon Creek. 

The Types of Camping 

Traditional Camping 

Scouts are either housed in 2 man canvas tents on wooden platforms, or in our Adirondack shel-
ters, three sided wooden buildings that hold six people each. All food is prepared by our incredible 
kitchen staff in Foster Hall. Each site is supplied with a latrine and there are centralized shower fa-
cilities for Scouts and Scouters. 

Provisional Camping 

For Scouts who cannot attend with their own troop or want to come back for another fun-filled 
week at OSR, there is always the option of provisional camping. This means the Scout attends alone 
and would be housed with another troop staying that week. There are also bonuses, which can be 
seen on the fees page, for coming for a second week as a provisional during week 8. During week 8 
there will also be an entire troop of provisional Scouts with leadership from the staff here at Ock-
anickon. 

Camping Sessions 

Ockanickon will be offering 8 week-long sessions of Boy Scout Resident Camp this year, which can 
be seen on our website. All camp sessions begin between 2:00 pm and 4:00 pm on Sunday and end 
by 10:00 am the following Saturday. Troops should not plan to arrive on Saturday or before 1:00 
pm on Sunday. Individuals or units staying for more than one week should plan to return home 
between sessions. Requests for special arrangements will be considered and must be made with 
the Camp Director prior to your arrival at Ockanickon. 

Ockanickon Scout Reservation Camp Staff 

Here at Ockanickon we depend on one of the best trained and dedicated group of Scouts and 
Scouters to run our camp and program each and every year. Being able to serve on this camp staff 
really is the opportunity of a lifetime. It offers an unprecedented chance to lead, teach, and work 
with 3,500+ Scouts and to work towards a goal with a team that is just as excited to be here as you 
are. 

This staff only operates with the help of the troops attending OSR. We hope that, as leaders, you 
will encourage any of your Scouts who you think will be a good fit to apply so that we can offer as 
good a program as you are used to seeing. Without you and your Scouts, Ockanickon would not be 
nearly as successful as it is. 

Anyone interested in a job here at Ockanickon can apply on our website at 
http://www.ockanickon.org/employment-opportunities/. Also, feel free to come into the Camp 
Office to pick up a physical copy while you are staying here this summer! 

C.I.T. Program 

Ockanickon is proud to offer a Counselor in Training program for anyone who is 14 years old and 
interested in working at OSR. This program lasts the whole summer and is an intensive program 
designed to immerse your Scouts in the Camp Staff while building their leadership and teaching 
skills. CITs will also earn at least two merit badges a week and get to experience working in most of 
our departments. Best of all, the program is completely free for any participants! 
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Summer Camp Fees 2017 

Fees at Ockanickon Scout Reservation are “all-inclusive” 

“ALL INCLUSIVE” means you do not pay extra at camp for any of the following if you are taking the 

merit badge or participating in the program that requires the materials; they are included in your 

general camp fee. Craft kits and ammunition will be available for purchase in the Trading Post for 

non-merit badge participants. 

Basketry Kits, Leather Crafts, Clay, Arrow Kits for merit badge requirements, Rifle Ammunition, 

Shotgun Ammunition, Ice for your Cooler, ATV Program, Adventure Sports including Mountain 

Bikes, COPE, and Climbing (both on the tower and the real rock face) Food for Cooking MB, WIFI 

access, the best food you will ever experience at a Boy Scout camp and plenty of it, and so much 

more! 

The fees do not cover Horsemanship or SCUBA, which are provided by outside vendors at an ad-

ditional fee. NOTE: Camp fees are non-refundable, but may be transferred to another attendee. 

You are encouraged to explore cancellation insurance options. 

Rate Type Post Marked By 
Camp 

Fee 

100% Ockanickon 

Camp Fee 

(for units who 

attend back-to-   

back years) 

Special 

Discounted Rate 
February 28, 2017 $420.00 $400.00 

Special Webelos 

Crossover Rate 
May 31, 2017 $420.00 $400.00 

Regular Rate April 30, 2017 $445.00 $425.00 

Late Rate May 31, 2017 $470.00 $450.00 

Walk-in Rate 
Payment Due 

by Sunday Check In 
$480.00 $460.00 

Provisional Rate 

(1st Stay) 

Payment Due 

by Sunday Check In 
$460.00  

Provisional Rate 

(2nd Stay OR 

1st Stay, Week 8) 

Payment Due 

by Sunday Check In 
$370.00  

Provisional Rate  

(3rd Stay OR 

2nd Stay, Week 8) 

Payment Due 

by Sunday Check In 
$225.00  
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OCKANICKON SCOUT RESERVATION 

Washington Crossing Council, BSA offers a limited number of Camp Scholarships for Scouts in need 

of assistance covering their cost to attend summer resident camp with their troop, crew, or pack. 

Scholarships are for Scouts in families who are in financially difficult situations. You do not need to 

be receiving government assistance to apply for a scholarship. 

 

ALL CAMP SCHOLARSHIP FORMS ARE DUE APRIL 1st 

 

Forms must be complete and correct to be considered. All others will be mailed back, to be com-

pleted or corrected. 

Approved or denied scholarships will be notified in writing. 

The Camp Scholarship Form can be found on our website: www.ockanickon.org. 

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

(Please check here first if you have a question) 

Who should apply and who needs to be involved to complete an application? 

If you are in need of assistance, talk to your Scout’s leader and work with them to fill out the Camp 

Scholarship form. The form will require your family and the unit to work together to cover part of 

the Scout’s cost to attend camp. The unit amount might include things such as fundraiser amounts 

or funds from an account the unit keeps to help youth get to camp. The unit amount will go on a 

required line of the form. That line cannot be left blank or filled with a zero. The family line is also 

required which means it cannot be left blank or filled with a zero. The scholarship is a cooperative 

effort between the unit, the family, and Washington Crossing Council to get your Scout to summer 

camp. If either the family or the unit required amounts are not filled in properly, the form will be 

mailed back. 

Do I need to fill out the second page? 

Yes, you must fill out both pages completely. It does not matter which camp your Scout is attend-

ing, you must complete both pages. If you miss a page, the form will be mailed back. 

How do I find my troop information such as the council, district, and unit charter? 

This is part of the form you should fill out with your unit leader. Also, at the bottom of the first 

page there is a section asking for the unit leader’s contact information. Have him or her fill that out 

(don’t forget the zip code). That is the address where the final letter and further instructions will be 

sent, so it is important it is complete and correct. 

Camp Scholarships 
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WASHINGTON CROSSING COUNCIL, BSA 

 

 

Who should fill out which sections? I don’t want my private information known by my troop 
leadership. 

Print out both pages and bring them with you to the troop leader, treasurer, or designated camp-
ing coordinator. 

First page ” CAMP SCHOLARSHIP ASSISTANCE APPLICATION” 
The unit leader should assist with any parts you are not sure of. This can include everything from 
the first 2 unnumbered lines about the unit, along with the following: 
Line 3 
Line 4 
Line 5 
Line 8 
Line 10 (this and line 9 cannot be left blank nor can they be filled with a zero) 
Line 13 

Everything else should be filled in by you after you meet with the troop leadership. The second 
page has some detailed instructions you need to pay close attention to. Missing information will 
result in the form being mailed back. 

 

How long does it take for the form to be processed? When can I expect an answer? 

There are a few variables involved in this process making it very difficult to tell you an exact 
amount of time this will take. 

1. When you mail your form – The forms are reviewed usually once between February 1st 
and March, then again shortly after the April 1st deadline. 

2. Is your form complete – If your form is not complete, it will be mailed back to the leader 
whose address you listed at the bottom of the first page to assist you in completing it. 
Check and double check the completeness of the form before you mail it. Ask for help if 
you are unsure. Do not leave items blank. 

3. The Volunteer Committee – After your forms are checked for completeness, they are 
filed until such time as the volunteer committee in charge of the Campership fund is able 
to meet. 

4. Timing – Almost all of our camps and spring programs are involved in registrations and 
payments during the end of winter into the spring and summer months. This generates a 
lot of phone calls, emails, and mail which are fielded by a couple of office staff as quickly as 
possible. With this in mind, be aware it may take a week before your Campership forms are 
processed and either filed or mailed back depending on their completeness. To check on 
the status of your forms, please wait at least a week and a half after you have mailed them, 
designate a single person either from your troop leadership or your family, and  please try 
to call later in the day.  

 

If you have questions that were not answered above, feel free to give us a call at 215-348-7205. 
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To Do List: 
January to March 
 Pay at the Early Rate 
 Begin Planning Scout’s program schedule 
 Look into cancellation insurance, click here for more info. 
 If applicable, fill out and send in Camp Scholarship forms. 
 
April to June 
 Check for program updates 
 Medical Forms and Merit Badge Schedules 
  
Three Weeks before Arrival 
 Submit request to take high-demand merit badges and activities which require a sign-up 
 
On Arrival at Camp 
 Final Payments (if you did not pay in advance) 
 Submit the BSA Annual Health and Medical Record 
 

Packing List:  Key:   E - Essential, O - Optional, X - Not Allowed 
CLOTHING 
Scout Uniform E 
Class B Scout Shirt (troop t-shirt) E 
Hat E 
Sweatshirt/Sweater E 
Underwear for a week E 
Sleeping clothes (pajamas) E 
Swim suit E 
Towel E 
Rangear/poncho   E 
Hiking boots or other closed-toe shoes E 
Spare shoes or sneakers E 
Long pants (required for some programs) 
Wristwatch O 
Jacket  O 
 
BEDDING 
Sleeping bag or blankets E 
Sleeping pad (foam or self inflating) E 
Bed sheet for hot evenings O 
Pillow and pillow case O 
Camp stool or folding chair O 
 
PERSONAL 
Toothpaste and toothbrush E 
Soap, shampoo, body wash E 
Non-aerosol insect repellant E 
Deodorant (non-aerosol) O 
Comb, mirror, shaving needs O 
 
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
Flashlight or headlamp E 
Spare batteries E 
Canteen or water bottle E 
Personal first aid kit E 
Money for Trading Post O 
Fishing gear (only barbless hook 
   or hooks with barbs flattened) O 
Flaying cards, magic card, chess, 
   checkers, Frisbee, volleyball, etc. O 
Book for free time O 
Pocket knife (must have Totin’ Chip) O 
Compass/GPS unit (required for  
   some programs and merit badges) 
Battery alarm clock O 
 
MERIT BADGE MATERIALS 
Scout handbook E 
Merit badge materials—DON’T 
   FORGET PREREQUISITES E 
Pencil of pen E 
Notebook E 
Merit Badge Cards E 
Merit badge pamphlets O 
Daypack to carry materials O 
 
NOT ALLOWED 
Sheath knives X 
Electronic games or TVs X 
Guns, bows, or firearms of any kind X 
Fireworks X 
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Health Policies and Menus 
 
Q. Can I use last year’s Annual Health and Medical Record with a physical conducted in August 
2016 for a summer camp in June 2017? 
A. Yes, an Annual Health and Medical Record that contains a valid physical exam can be used to 
meet your council’s resident camp standards in 2017 as long as it is the current Annual Health and 
Medical Form. All old versions  became obsolete as of April 2015. 

Our current Health Officer is a Paramedic with many years of experience. He will be available by 
phone before and during the season to answer any medical questions or discuss your concerns. He 
may also be reached at healthlodge@ockanickon.org (This email is checked starting in the spring of 
each year). 

 
Medical forms will NOT be returned. Please make copies BEFORE coming to camp. Anyone who 
is attending camp MUST have a current, completed BSA Medical form including Parts A, B, and C. 
  

2017 National Camp Standards: 

“A Current Annual BSA Health and Medical Record (No. 680-001 2014 Printing) with Parts A, B, and C 
completed within the past 12 calendar months is required for all staff, leaders, and campers while in 
attendance. Health histories and records of required physical examinations for all staff members, 
leaders, and campers are on file while in attendance. Medical forms are shared only on a need-to-
know basis.” 

2017 BSA Annual Health and Medical Record: 

In order to provide better care for its members and to assist them in better understanding their own 
physical capabilities, the Boy Scouts of America requires that everyone who participates at summer 
camp have an annual medical evaluation by a certified and licensed health-care provider: a physician 
(MD or DO), nurse practitioner, or physician assistant. 

Validity of Health Forms: 

An annual health and medical record is valid through the end of the 12th month from the date it 
was administered by your medical provider. For example, a physical administered March 3, 2016, 
would be valid until March 31, 2017. The annual health and medical record in use before March 1, 
2015 will not be accepted.  

The Annual BSA Health and Medical Record is valid for 12 CALENDAR MONTHS FOR ALL LEADERS 
AND SCOUTS. All medical forms must be valid through your stay at camp. 

*Please Note if your form expires halfway through your week at camp, you must get an updated 
physical prior to your arrival. Forms are good until the end of the month unless it is on one of the 
older versions of the health form. 

 
Medical Insurance 
Scouts are required to have medical insurance to attend camp. Parents should complete all areas on 
the Medical Record Form that request insurance information. Failing to do so can greatly delay medi-
cal rechecks as most Scouts are not familiar with their medical insurance status. Please attach a pho-
tocopy of the Scout’s insurance card.  
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Medical Record Reminder 
 
All physical forms require more than one signature and many blank spaces to be completed. During 
check-in our staff will check for the following: 

 Type of Form (must be the current Health Form) 

 Physician signature and date 

 Parent signature (where appropriate) and date 

 Immunization history 

 Allergies and chronic conditions 

 Current medication 

 Any other conditions of which the health officer should be aware 

Physicals are merely an overview of a Scout’s health. Remember to ask Scouts how they’re feeling 
before they come to camp and take appropriate action. Don’t let a sick Scout ruin your troop’s 
stay. Scouts who miss camp due to illness that purchase the Travmark Camp Insurance or another 
cancellation/interruption insurance are covered and will receive a refund from the insurance compa-
ny. Be sure your scouting families know about this insurance and that the camp has a No Refund Poli-
cy. Illness, injury, and family emergencies happen, please advise your families on how to protect their 
investment. 

 

 
Temperature Screening Policy 
Any camper with a temperature of 101°F or above will be sent home. Temperatures will be taken 
during medical rechecks and all campers should have their temperature taken before leaving for 
camp. This may be done by parents at home, or by troops at their meeting locations, but must be 
done before you leave for camp. Campers who have a temperature of 101°F or above may return 
later in the week when their temperature has dropped, but their temperature will be taken when 
they enter camp property. 

 

 

Medications in Camp 
Units may have their campers’ medication stored either at the health lodge or in a unit-provided 
locking container stored by a unit leader in the unit’s site. In either case, Ockanickon is not responsi-
ble to make sure that a camper receives his or her medication or that the medication is taken once 
dispensed, only that a storage location is provided. Units must specify during medical rechecks if they 
will be storing and dispensing any of their unit’s medications. If the unit does not specify, the camp 
will assume that all unit medications will be stored and dispensed from the health lodge. 
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Medication Stored by Unit 
Units who wish to oversee the storage and dispensing of medications to their campers must meet 
the following requirements: 

 All medications must be stored in a lockable container that remains locked except when the 
unit is dispensing medication. 

 All medications will be dispensed by an adult leader. 

 Units must bring their unit storage container with them to medical rechecks so the container 
can be inspected. 

 Medications shall be stored in their original containers in the unit storage container. 

 A camper shall not bring more than a one week supply of a medication. 

 Scouts must take their medicine at their campsite and not in the dining hall or other areas of 
camp. 

Units may choose to have some medications stored and dispensed by the health lodge and some 
stored and dispensed by the unit. Unit leaders overseeing medication storage and dispensing for 
their unit do not need to be medical professionals. Units do not need to bring common medica-
tions like aspirin or acetaminophen, these will be available at the health lodge. 

 

Medication Stored by Health Lodge 
During check-in, Scouts with medication will have their medications placed into a gallon size plastic 
bag labeled with their name, troop number, and campsite. There are several stock medications in 
the Health Office so you do not have to pack basic medication (this does not include over the coun-
ter allergy medication). The nurse asks that if someone is on emergency inhalers or has an epi-pen, 
they provide one for the Health Office and keep one on their person. Storing camper medication is 
a National Policy, not a choice of Ockanickon, and we are not permitted to allow campers to hold 
their medications. Exceptions include emergency medications such as an Epipen or fast-acting 
heart medication. 
 
Medications Storage- The Health Lodge has refrigerated storage facilities for medicines that must 
be kept cold. 

 

Medication Times – Morning medications will be given out from 7:00 AM to 9:00 AM and evening 
medications will be given out from 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM. Campers who need medication at other 
times should review their medication schedule with the Health Officer on the first full day of their 
stay. Each camper who checks their medication into the Health Lodge will have a medication num-
ber written on their bracelet. Campers can speed up receiving their medication by using this num-
ber. Troops will receive a list of which campers take medication. Having a leader check with their 
Scouts to ensure they’ve taken their medication is strongly recommended. 

 

Returning Medications– All medications and the plastic bags will be returned to one adult leader 
from the Troop on Saturday morning, during checkout. Exceptions are made for when the Scout 
leaves earlier in the week. 
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Allergies and Special Diets 

Scouts with severe allergies who normally carry an Epipen should do so at all times at camp. If the 
Scout brings an extra Epipen, this extra unit must be stored in the Health Lodge. Scouts who suffer 
from an allergy attack must report this to the Health Lodge. Campers may seek treatment for non-
emergency food reactions at the Health Lodge. 

 

Camp Menu – Tentative menus will be available on the camp website (see link below) to aid Scouts 
with significant dietary needs in planning alternative food for their stay. Please note that the menu 
may change on short notice as supplies vary and seasonal goods become available. Otherwise, the 
menu for the day is posted in the Dining Hall and Scouts with allergies should consult this menu to 
determine what, if any, replacements need to be made at meals. Peanut butter and jelly sandwich-
es are available at every meal, and every meal has food available beyond the entrée. The kitchen 
can attend to simple menu changes like an allergy to an uncommon ingredient, the need for a veg-
etarian alternative, or a common allergy that’s regularly planned around, if they are informed in 
advance. Scouts who need simple replacements to single or rare ingredients should visit the kitch-
en counter during meal setup (15 minutes before the meal starts) to inform the kitchen staff of the 

needed substitution. If this need was reported during med rechecks, the kitchen will prepare a 
replacement that will be available early in the meal time.  

 

Scouts with very stringent food requirements, such as digestive issues or being allergic to large 
classes of foods, should contact the Health Lodge before the week of their arrival. While the camp 
will make reasonable efforts to accommodate dietary needs, resources are finite, and campers 
with stringent dietary requirements may need to bring food to supplement camp’s offerings. This 
food must be marked with the camper’s name and unit and must be packaged for refrigerated 
storage. A medium-sized Igloo cooler or large lunchbox can be easily accommodated, anything 
larger may require special arrangements. Campers who need these special replacements must also 
inform the kitchen during meal setup (15 minutes before the meal starts) so they may prepare the 
alternative from the provided food in a timely manner. Please note, picky eating is not a sufficient 
reason to request alternate meals for a Scout. The Ockanickon Dining Hall efficiently serves nutri-
tious meals to hundreds of campers and staff every week with little extra staff to prepare alterna-
tives. Should a camper need a last minute replacement, an alternative beyond what’s available in 
the Dining Hall may not be possible. Questions about food allergies may be discussed with the 
Health Officer prior to your camp week.  

 
 

Medical Emergencies 

All injuries and/or illnesses must be reported to the Camp Health Officer as soon as possible. In the 
event that an injury requires emergency medical transportation, 911 may be dialed from any 
phone in camp. Emergency transportation should be requested through the Health Officer or Camp 
Management if at all possible and as soon as possible. Once an emergency has been reported and 
any initial care has been delivered, the parents or guardians of the injured Scout will be contacted 
based on the information on the provided health form. If a Scout needs to be transported to re-
ceive non-emergency care, this will be done by any parents at camp, followed by a unit leader if no 
parent is available. 
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The camp emergency signal is a set of tones which can be heard throughout the camp. The 

following is a list of situations under which the signal may be sounded:  

GENERAL EMERGENCY: (Set of Tones) 

The emergency signal is used for emergency drills and emergencies only. If this signal 

sounds follow these procedures:  

  A) Remain in or go to your campsite under the leadership of the Scoutmaster. All staff 

members will report to the Camp Office under the leadership of the Camp Administration. 

This will avoid confusion. Unit Leaders should begin a head count and identify any 

missing scouts. 

  B) If already in campsite remain there, if instructed units from the following campsites are 

to report to the following buildings: 

 Mohawk, Lenape, Campways, Ajapeu, Neshaminy, 

 Tohickon, Quabosco, Algonquin . . . . . . . . . . . . .GO TO: Foster Hall  

 Tamanend, Bischewi, Ottawa, Seneca . . . . . . . . .GO TO: Palmer Lodge B 

 Comanche, Tamanend, Hopi . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . GO TO: Memorial Lodge 

 C) A Camp Staff member will report to your site or location to offer aid and/or instruction. 

OTHER LOCAL, REGIONAL, OR 

NATIONAL EMERGENCY: 

  A) Unit Leaders will be informed as situations develop. Instructions will be given as nec-

essary. 

EMERGENCY DRILL (once a week) LOST CAMPER 

FIRE SERIOUS ACCIDENT 

SEVERE STORMS  A GENERAL EMERGENCY 

LOST BATHER  

In the event of a serious or fatal accident or illness, the Camp Director or his 

designated representative will act as the spokesman for the camp. Information 

concerning the emergency will be communicated as soon as the facts are gathered 

Emergency Procedures 

 Section #: 2 Rules, Regulations, and Procedures 
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CHILD ABUSE: 

A. Report suspected cases of child abuse to the 

Camp Administration immediately.  

B. The Camp Director will report the incident to 

the Scout Executive for further action. 

ACTIVITIES IN HIGH TEMPERATURES AND HIGH 

HUMIDITY: 

A. Hiking in high temperatures is not 

recommended.  

B. Report any heat related illness to the Health 

Officer as soon as possible. 

HAZARDOUS CHEMICAL SPILLS: 

A. Contact the Camp Administration. 

B. Safety Data Sheets on all hazardous materials 

in camp are located in the Camp Office. Use 

these sheets for specific information related to 

the problem.  

C. Employees may not use chemicals without 

S.D.S. training. 

SMOG OR UNHEALTHY AIR: 

Any restrictions will be announced as needed. 

INTRUSIONS OF UNAUTHORIZED PERSON(S) IN 

CAMP: 

A. Any camper or staff member who identifies 

or is concerned about a possible unauthorized 

visitor should report it to the Camp 

Administration as soon as possible.  

B. If it is determined to be necessary the Camp 

Administration will sound the siren, all campers 

will return to their campsites, all staff will report 

to the Camp Office. 

C. Further instructions will be issued by the 

Camp Administration as needed.  

D. The Camp Director or designee will contact 

the State Police if necessary. 

FIRE: 

A. If it is in your site, report it to the Camp Office 

immediately. 

B. Use fire extinguisher to control if possible. 

C. Evacuate Scouts to your assigned emergency 

area. 

D. If the fire is elsewhere in camp remain in or go 

to your campsite. 

STORMS: (Includes tornadoes & earthquakes) 

A. Information will be given by staff members to all 

units as soon as received. 

B. In case of storm - Scouts and leaders will be 

notified to report to their assigned emergency 

area. 

C. If on a hike or unable to get to your area, seek 

shelter away from large trees or hill tops. If no 

shelter is found, lay in depressions in the ground 

if possible. 

D. All aquatics areas are closed and off limits during 

storms. These areas remain closed 20 minutes 

after storm has passed. 

LOST OR MISSING CAMPER: 

A. Report situation to Camp Administration as soon 

as possible. 

B. Camp Administration will take over and give 

details as needed. 

LOST BATHER: 

A. Upon signal (set of tones) all campers should 

report to their campsites, all staff should report 

to the Camp Office. 

B. Unit Leaders should take a head count and 

search campsite for any missing Scouts. Stay in 

campsite until all clear signal is given. 

C. All available staff should report to the Aquatics 

Director for further instructions. 
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Dealing With Wildlife at Ockanickon 

COPPERHEADS & RATTLESNAKES 

 Snakes are very shy animals. They will do all they can to get out of your way. Several kinds 
of American snakes have hollow fangs, through which they can inject venom into a victim or 
attacker. The rattlesnake may be the best known of these reptiles. Its tail is equipped with dry 
horny rattles that sound a warning whenever the snake is alarmed.  (BSHB, 141-142) They are 
uncommon at Ockanickon  

 Copperheads live in the eastern woodlands and are a bit more common at Ockanickon. You 
can recognize it by its copper-brown color with an hour glass pattern of darker shade. It also has a 
diamond shaped head. (BSHB, 141-142) 

 Snakes can often be found sunning themselves on rocks. Please leave them alone! Should 
you or someone you know be bitten, please report to the Health Lodge as soon as possible. Be 
prepared to describe the snake and the location in camp where you were bitten. 

RACOONS & SKUNKS 

 Racoons and skunks usually feed on insects, reptiles, eggs, and small rodents. 
Unfortunately, the availability of food discarded by thoughtless humans attracts them to places like 
our camp. Please help to prevent this by properly discarding leftovers and not storing food (candy 
and snacks) in your campsites. The smell alone will attract these animals to your campsite and an 
encounter with a skunk or racoon is rarely a pleasant one.  For defense, skunks can spray an 
attacker with a chemical that stings the eyes and leaves a foul, long-lasting odor. Racoons will fight 
violently if cornered and their claws and teeth are sharp. Avoid problems by keeping food out of 
your campsite. 

INSECTS 

 Ticks are a major concern in the eastern woodlands and there are some precautions you 
can take to aviod getting Lyme Disease from them. Wear high socks or long pants while in the 
woods to prevent ticks from contacting your skin. Also, check yourself regularly for ticks. Should 
you find one attached to your skin go to the Health Lodge to have it removed. If a tick bite results 
in a bulls eye pattern developing on your skin, you should go to your physician as soon as possible. 

 Other insects to be careful of at camp are bees and wasps. Persons who are allergic to 
stings from these insects should be especially careful to avoid them. Bee stings that result in 
swelling or difficulty breathing should be reported to the Health Lodge immediately.  

 The brown recluse spider are rare at Ockanickon. Their bite is venomous and it should be 
reported to the Health Lodge as soon as possible. 

ANIMAL BITES 

 If it breaks the skin, the bite of a dog, cat, rat, or any warm blooded wild animal is not an 
ordinary wound. The animal may suffer from rabies, a deadly disease carried in its saliva. (BSHB, 
140-142) 

1) Give first aid (scrub the bite with plenty of soapy water to remove the saliva and cover the 
wound with a sterile bandage). 

2) Go to the Health Lodge. 

3) Inform the camp administration of where and when the bite took place as soon as possible. 
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Camp Policies 

Detailed information about the camp’s policies on medications in camp, dealing with food 
allergies and dietary concerns, and Ockanickon’s procedures on medical emergencies can 
be found on the Camp Health Policies page of our website. 

Detailed information about camp fees can be found on the Camp Fees page. The list below 
is not a comprehensive review of all policies. These pages are intended to summarize an-
swers to the most frequently asked questions. Additional details can be found throughout 
this guide, as well as on the website. If you require further clarification regarding any of 
the policies outlined below, please send an email to support@ockanickon.org. 

 

Accident Insurance – All troops attending camp are required to carry current accident insurance for 
their unit. Documentation is only needed for units in Councils who do not provide blanket coverage 
for their units. 

 

Background Checks– All adult leaders must comply with Pennsylvania Act 153 of 2014 and Act 15 
of 2015, requiring background checks for youth-serving volunteers. 

 

Bicycles in Camp – Anyone riding a bike must wear a helmet. Scouts may only bring bikes for the 
Mountain Biking program. Scouts may not ride around camp except as part of this program, and 
must submit their bike to inspection by the Adventure Sports Director. Leaders may bring a bike to 
ride around camp, but must observe the 5 MPH camp speed limit, and must submit their bike to 
inspection at the request of the Camp or Adventure Sports Director. Leaders may not ride after 
dark. 

 

Daily Inspections – A safety checklist is provided to your unit, and your junior leadership is re-
quired to inspect their camp each day for the items listed on it. The Camp Commissioner Staff may 
also conduct safety inspections of your campsite daily and as needed. 

 

Emergency Procedures – All emergencies must be reported immediately to the Camp Administra-
tion, Health Officer, or the nearest staff member. In the event the camp emergency signal sounds, 
please return immediately to your campsite and begin accounting for each of your Scouts. Staff 
runners will report to each campsite to collect head-counts and to pass along any pertinent infor-
mation. For more specific information concerning emergency procedures, please refer to your 
campsite bulletin board. In the case of severe weather during the day, campers may be retained in 
program areas. During the evening, campers may be evacuated to camp buildings at the direction 
of the camp director. 

 

Firearms in Camp – Personal firearms and bows are prohibited on camp property. We already have 
the finest target rifles available. Only camp arrows and ammunition may be used. B.S.A. policy for-
bids the use of handguns as part of a Boy Scout program. 
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Fireworks in Camp – Fireworks are not permitted in camp. Violators will be expelled with no re-
fund. 

 

Fishing Licenses – Campers 16 and over who wish to fish at Ockanickon are required by state law 
to have a fishing license. These are available through the state web page and through some local 
merchants located approximately 25 minutes from camp. 
 

 
Hazing in Camp – Hazing will not be tolerated at camp. Your unit leadership is responsible to see 
that it does not occur within your troop. If intertroop incidents occur, report to camp Administra-
tion. 

 

Illegal Drugs & Alcohol in Camp – Illegal drugs and alcohol are prohibited on camp property. The 
use of or the possession of any illegal drugs or alcohol on camp property will result in immediate 
expulsion from the property. Local and state authorities will be contacted. All prescription medica-
tion must be kept with the Health Officer, or locked in an approved container in your campsite. 

 

Knives & Axes in Camp – Those Scouts using knives and axes at camp will be required to carry a 
Totin’ Chip card signifying they have completed a basic axe and knife safety course. Sheath knives 
are not permitted in camp. The purchase of knives at the Trading Post requires the possession of a 
current Totin’ Chip card. 

 

Leaving Camp – Anyone, Scout or leader, who is leaving camp MUST first check out at the Camp 
Office (or at Totem Lodge with the Duty Officer, between 5PM & 8AM) and check in upon return-
ing. Scouts are not permitted to leave camp unless they are signed out by their adult leader at the 
Camp Office in the presence of a parent or legal guardian. All visitors picking up Scouts at camp 
must also sign in and sign out. Remind parents this process can take some time and to plan accord-
ingly. 
 
 

Liquid Fuels in Camp – Liquid fuel such as white gas, unleaded gas, or kerosene must be stored in a 
lockable non-flammable container. 
 

 
Lost & Found – All lost and found items should be turned in to the camp office. Leaders are encour-
aged to have each Scout label his belongings with his name and troop number before arrival at 
camp. Scouts should also check the program areas they may have visited for lost items. 

 
 

Off Limits Areas – For safety reasons, certain areas of camp are off limits. The rifle range, shotgun 
range, and archery range are off limits except to participants who have been given permission to 
enter by the Area Director. The pool and boating areas are off limits when unstaffed. The mainte-
nance area and staff quarters are restricted access areas. 
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Parking – All vehicles must be parked at the camp parking lot located near the lake. Permits to 
park in camp are available for handicapped persons through the Health Officer. 
 
 

Personal Hygiene – The camp environment is often very conducive to the transmission of illness. 
Due to this, all campers and staff are encouraged to shower regularly and always wash their hands 
before meals. It is important that everyone keep themselves reasonably clean. Hand soap and 
sanitizer are also available at all latrines in camp. 

 

Pets in Camp – State health and safety codes specifically forbid dogs and other pets at camp dur-
ing the camping season. Exceptions are allowed for service animals. 

 

Policies and Restrictions Specific to Your Troop – Unit leaders have the prerogative to not allow 
their Scouts to participate in some activities or deny Scouts usage of specific departments, facili-
ties or tools. These policies will not be expressly enforced by the Ockanickon Camp Staff but we 
will support you in these decisions. 

 

Quartermaster – The QM is located at the Maintenance Area (behind the Dining Hall) and has 
hours listed on the Master Schedule. All equipment and supplies must be signed out. Damaged or 
lost equipment will be charged to your unit. (Emergency toilet paper supplies may be obtained at 
Totem Lodge at all other times). 

 

Requesting a Campsite – Units can request a campsite. Units with facility necessities will get first 
choice of campsites. Campsite submissions can be submitted any time. You may email your re-
quest to SITEREQUESTS@OCKANICKON.ORG with the subject line “Campsite Request” or by com-
pleting the form at 

http://www.ockanickon.org/campsite-assignments/ 

Please include your name, unit, week, and preferred campsite with all requests. Units may also 
request to stay with a particular unit staying their week, and those requests can be submitted via 
the same channels.  

 

Refunds – Camp fees are non-refundable, but may be transferred to another attendee. You are 
encouraged to explore cancellation insurance options. 

 

Swim Tests – Units are strongly encouraged to administer swim tests before camp. If a unit com-
pletes swim tests before arriving, properly printed buddy tags can be ready for the unit on arrival 
and can save time during Sunday Check-In. Swim tests can be administered by a BSA Aquatics In-
structor, BSA Aquatics Supervisor, BSA Lifeguard, or Red Cross Lifeguard. Test details are included 
as part of the Swim Test Record itself and this document can be mailed, emailed, or faxed to Ock-
anickon once complete.  

http://www.ockanickon.org/campsite-assignments/
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Telephone, Faxes, Mail & Email – Ockanickon Scout Reservation’s telephone number is to be used 
for emergencies and camp business only. The camp telephone number is: (215) 297-5290. The 
camp’s fax number, (215) 297-8702, is also to be used for business purposes only. Faxes sent to 
individual campers will not be delivered. Mail service is provided to all campers and staff. Outgoing 
mail should be deposited by 10:00AM each morning and stamps are available at the camp Trading 
Post and Camp Office. The mailbox is located on the Camp Office porch. Letters to campers should 
be addressed as follows: 
 

Scout’s Name 
Troop #, Campsite Name 
Ockanickon Scout Reservation 
5787 State Park Road 
Pipersville, PA 18947 
 

The camp’s email addresses are for business use only and emails addressed to campers cannot be 
delivered. Thank you for your understanding. 
 

 

Tobacco Policy – The use of tobacco products is discouraged by the B.S.A. Adults who use these 
products are asked to refrain from using tobacco products in the presence of Scouts, or smoking in 
doorways or on porches. Please use the designated areas. 

 

Trees – Trees are a valuable resource. No tree, living or dead, may be cut down without the per-
mission of the Camp Director. Units will be charged if they violate this policy. 
 

Uniforming – Articles of clothing that exhibit slogans or products that are against Scouting princi-
ples are prohibited on camp property. The official Boy Scout Field Uniform (worn correctly) which 
includes the uniform shirt, socks, and shorts, is proper dress for dinner and retreat (unless other-
wise announced). During the week, uniform parts can be obtained through Washington Crossing 
Council by making a request at the Trading Post. During the day, dress may be shorts and t-shirts. 
No tank tops, sleeveless shirts, or bathing suits are to be worn during meals. Footwear is required 
at all times. Scouts seen wearing open-toed shoes will be sent to their campsite to change foot-
wear. 
 

 
Visitors in Camp, Sundays and Saturday Mornings Only – Parents may accompany their Scouts to 
camp on Sunday and leave by 7:00PM. Visitors may be asked to leave earlier if weather conditions 
or lack of parking space warrant it. No visiting during the week is permitted. Leadership changes 
must check in at the Camp Office when they arrive. All visitors (who are here to pick up a Scout) 
must sign in and out at the Camp Office or with the Duty Officer before 8:00 AM or after 5:00 PM. 
Prior approval and check-in/check-out are not required for visitors on Saturday morning. All leader-
ship changes, late arrivals, early departures, and any other event requiring a Scout to leave be-
tween check in Sunday and check out on Saturday must be communicated to the camp office no 
later than closing time (6:00 PM) on Sunday. 
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Arrival And Departure Process 
 
Sunday Arrival Process 

 
Before Leaving for Ockanickon 
 

 Each camper should have his or her temperature taken. Campers with a temperature of 101°F or 
above should wait for their temperature to drop before going to Ockanickon. Campers that arrive 
with a temperature of 101°F or above will be sent home. 

 Carpooling is a must! Please talk to your Scouts’ parents about sharing rides. 

 

Please Plan to Arrive as a Troop 

 
2:00 – 4:00 Arrival 
 

 Troops must arrive before 4:00 to allow sufficient time to complete the check-in process before 
dinner. Earlier arrival is strongly encouraged.  

 Meet your Troop Guide at the Pine Grove near the front of the parking lot, if you can’t find them, 
please ask the nearest staff member for help. Once you meet your Troop Guide, he or she will 
take you to your campsite and get you started on the check-in process. 

 Only one vehicle per troop may enter the main camp area at a time. Pack all troop gear and any 
large personal gear into this vehicle and have your troop members carry any remaining gear to 
the site as directed by your Troop Guide. 

 
2:00 – 6:00 Medical Rechecks, Swim Tests, Camp Tour, and Photos 
 

 Send one leader to the camp office with a new roster (if any changes were made), a troop head 
count (include separate youth and adult numbers), a troop check (if any money is owed), a copy 
of your Tour and Activity Plan (just print it off after you complete it online), and copies of all re-
quired background checks and clearances. 

Please leave medical forms in campsite with the Site Manager. 

 A staff member will be waiting at your campsite to begin your medical rechecks. 

 Please provide your Medical Forms to the staff member, and please be sure to complete 
this step before setting up the site or picking tents. It is a priority in order to keep the rest 
of check-in running smoothly. 

 The Med-Check Staff member will see each camper to verify the key areas of the medical 
form and check-in any medications. 

 The Scouts’ temperatures will also be taken and Scouts with a temperature 101°F or more will be 
sent home, but can return when the temperature returns to normal. 

 Once your troop is ready to go (in swimsuits if swim tests are required), your Troop Guide will 
take you on a tour around camp, stopping at different stations. 

 Units will receive a basic shooting sports safety orientation. All participants who receive this ori-
entation may attend any open shoot unless otherwise restricted. 
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 All scouts will visit the pool for an orientation. Swim checks will be given after the orientation. 
If your troop has pre-tested, you will continue on your tour. 

 Visit the Dining Hall for a quick orientation about how meals work in the Dining Hall. 

 Troop Photos can be taken on the grassy area next to the Dining Hall after these three stations 
have been completed (photographers are available 2pm—6pm) 

- You can also schedule a time later in the week to have your photo taken 

 Sign up for CPR or Horsemanship at the Camp Office.  

 Sign up for badges or activities with no fee (Sailing, Cooking, Chemistry, ATV, Robotics, Photog-
raphy, Space Exploration, COPE Crew, Climbing Crew, Endurance Crew, Automotive Mainte-
nance, Woodwork, Home Repair, Plumbing, Digital Technology, Graphic Arts, Animation) at the 
bulletin board by the dining hall. 

 The unit will return to the campsite and finish setting up camp. 

 

5:00 – 6:30 Dinner and Lottery Drawings 
 

 Dinner is held in the campsite, each troop will have to go to the Dining Hall to pick up their 
food. 

 Results for activity lotteries will be posted on the bulletin board by 6:30 PM 

 

6:30 Leader Meeting for one Adult Leader and SPL from Each Unit at the Chapel 

 

 Brief program changes and details from Area Directors 

 Emergency procedure and emergency drill information 

 Sign-ups for troop activities and final Dan Beard counts 

 Question and Answer time with Camp Administration and Area Directors 

 
7:30 Scouts’ Own Vespers Service at Camp Chapel 
 
8:00 Flag Ceremony at Old Parade Field 
 
Immediately Followed by Campfire 

 

Departure Information 

Saturday Departure 

Sooner or later everyone has to go home. Please instruct the parents of your Scouts we will be 
holding a camp-wide flag ceremony at the Grand Parade Field at 9:30 AM on Saturday. All parents 
are invited to attend. After the awards are given out, everyone is dismissed at approximately 10:00 
AM. Camp officially closes after the final ceremony. 

Your unit’s medications may be picked up from the Health Lodge between 7 AM and 10 AM, after 
your Scouts have taken morning medications. Your unit’s medical forms may not be returned. 

Please make copies of them before you arrive at camp. 
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Facilities 

 
Living Quarters: 
Tents: Many of our campers stay in two 
person canvas tents for the week. 

Adirondacks: If you aren’t staying 
in a tent, then you will be spending the 
week in a six person wooden 
Adirondack (pictured right). 

 

Bathroom & Shower Facilities: 
 Latrines are in every camp site, and Port-a-Potties are scattered throughout camp so a bath-

room is never too far away. 

 For youth: Showers are available at the pool 24 hours a day, just make sure an adult leader 
comes down as well if it’s after lights out! 

 For Adults: Showers are available 24/7 behind Palmer Lodge, and at the Welcome Center next 
to Foster Hall. 

 For Females: Showers are located next to the Health Lodge and are open 24/7. 

 

Foster Dining Hall 
 Professionally prepared food 

 Air-conditioned dining hall 

 Family style meals 

 Extensive salad bar 

 Lots of choices 

 Great food, period. 

 
Health Lodge 
 Staffed 24/7 by an RN or an EMT.  

 Air conditioned building 
 
Other Amenities 
 WiFi is available throughout most of camp free of charge! 

 The Hot Tub  is open for adults whenever the pool is open for program or for free swim 

 Leaders’ Lounge with coffee and air conditioning open from 6 AM until 10 PM in Totem Lodge 
and overnight in Foster Hall 
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 Dan Beard – First Year Program 

Dan Beard is our 1st year camper program for new Scouts. It is designed to give new Scouts an op-

portunity to earn a number of the rank requirements from Tenderfoot, 2nd, and 1st Class Ranks. It 

also gives the Scouts a chance to earn Art Merit Badge, and also cover Instructional Swim or Swim-

ming Merit Badge, depending on their swimming ability at the beginning of the week. This program 

also teaches the Scouts about the patrol method, which Scouting is all about. Scouts will also learn 

about knife, axe, and saw safety and earn their Totin’ Chip during their time in Dan Beard. Dan 

Beard is an all day program and the participants are REQUIRED to attend BOTH SESSIONS each 

day. 

 

Schedule: Scouts report to the Dan Beard field at the start of every session to meet with their pa-

trol leader. The first day, they work on games to get to know the other Scouts in their patrols and 

come up with patrol names and cheers, which emphasize the importance of the Scout Spirit. The 

rest of the week, the patrols will meet in the Dan Beard Field for half of the day, and the Patrol 

Leaders will take their patrols to different areas around camp to work on different skills. One day 

they will visit our Scoutcraft area and work on knots and lashings, another day they will visit 

the Science Center and get a hands-on introduction to science. Another day, the patrol will visit the 

Health & Safety department and work on some first aid skills. During the rest of the day, the pa-

trols will work on Art Merit Badge, and patrol leaders will take the Scouts to the pool to work on 

Swimming.  

 

Merit Badges Covered: Art MB (DB) & Swimming MB (DB) 

Notes: Special evening sessions of Fingerprinting MB can be arranged with our Arts Director so 

that Dan Beard Scouts can earn even more merit badges during their week at camp. 

Daily Rotation Schedule 

Patrol  MON TUES WED THURS FRI 

1-2 

Whipping 

Fusing 
Rifle Shooting 

Map &  

Compass 

First Aid 

 
Lashings 

3-4 

Map & 

Compass 
First Aid 

Whipping 

Fusing 
Lashings Rifle Shooting 

5-6 

Rifle 

Shooting 

Whipping 

Fusing 
Lashings 

Map &  

Compass 
First Aid 

7-8+ First Aid Lashings Rifle Shooting 
Whipping 

Fusing 

Map &  

Compass 
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The Merit Badge Program 

 The merit badge program provides an opportunity for Scouts to gain more skill in things they 

enjoy doing and to have a chance to try out new activities. 

 Merit badges are part of the self-paced advancement system that allows Scouts to challenge 

themselves, rather than compete against others. 

 Troop Leaders should keep these goals in mind and discourage competition for number of 

badges that Scouts earn. Please realize some of these cannot be completed in one week. 

Partial System 

 If a Scout wishes to finish a previously attempted, but not completed merit badge, A.K.A. a 

“partial”, he should present the partial blue card to the instructor of the merit badge on the first 

day of class. The Director and Scout together will then schedule what time and work is needed for 

completion. 

 Please note, when a Scout presents a partial to a counselor, the work previously completed may or 

may not be accepted. Partials from previous years are valid until the Scout turns 18 provided the 

Scout can satisfy the counselor that he is currently knowledgeable in the subject matter. Scouts 

may make appointments with the Program Director to return during successive camp sessions to 

complete minor requirements (not entire badges) for partials earned during their resident week. 

 
New Departments: 
Last year Ockanickon introduced several new departments with some exciting and unique merit 
badges! 
 

Trades: 
The trades department will be running out of our Maintenance area and will cover many different 
hands on skills. The merit badges taught here will be Automotive Maintenance, Home Repair, 
Plumbing, and Woodwork. 
 

Health & Safety: 
This department will cover many of the traditional badges that fall into a medical or safety field. 
These badges include: Emergency Preparedness, Fire Safety, First Aid, Medicine, Public Health, 
Safety, and Traffic Safety. 
 

Media & Technology: 
We have added several unique badges many camps do not have the abilities to run effectively. 
These badges are Animation, Digital Technology, Graphic Arts , Moviemaking,  and Photography. 
This department will be exciting for anyone interested in computers and media! 
 

Field Sports: 
This department is in charge of running all of our physical activity merit badges. These badges are 
Athletics, Personal Fitness, and Sports. This department will also be running open games all day 
ranging from volleyball to ultimate Frisbee and everything in between! 

OCKANICKON SCOUT RESERVATION 
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Additional Program & Training 

 

Retreat: 

 

Opening Retreat 

Sunday night, troops begin to line the main road beginning at the Totem Pole by the Trading Post 
around 7:45pm. At 8pm the entire camp marches down to the Grand Parade Field and then the 
large American Flag is lowered by the staff. Afterwards the campers move up the hill to the camp-
fire circle for the Opening Campfire. 

 

Weekday Retreats 

These retreats occur Monday thru Friday in between meals, approximately 6:15pm, at the flags in 
front of the Camp Office. Troops line up next to each other in the field. If your troop would like to 
lower the flags, please contact your Commissioner at camp. One of the staff will meet your troop 
and spend time reviewing how to lower and fold the flags. Even if you do not have enough people 
to fill an entire Color Guard, Scouts are welcome to join the staff and help them lower and fold the 
flags. 

 

Final Retreat 

Saturday morning, we gather the camp for one last ceremony and our final retreat. We line up at 
the Totem Pole just like we did when we arrived on Sunday. We ask that troops begin to line up at 
9:15am so we are ready to march out at 9:30am. Before lowering the flags one last time, we recog-
nize our Honor Campers by calling them up in front of the rest of the camp and presenting them 
with their patch. After any other final awards are handed out, we lower the flag and do our last 
pass and review. 

 

Campfires: 
 
Opening Campfire 

The opening campfire is a show of skits, songs, and cheers performed by the staff. It usually ends 
with a story and closing Scout songs. It’s purpose is to keep you entertained as well as get you in-
volved. We want to see how loud and enthusiastic you and your troop can be. This is one of the 
best places to show Scout Spirit. 

 When: Directly after Sunday Night’s Opening Retreat. 

 Where: Follow the rest of camp to the campfire circle behind the Trading Post. 

Closing Campfire 

This is when troops are given the opportunity to show their stuff to the rest of camp. Troops come 
up with their favorite song, skit, cheer, or story OR better yet, come up with their own original 
song, skit, or cheer and work with one of our Camp Commissioners who organize the closing camp-
fire and make sure everything runs smoothly. This is also the time when the camp and Program 
Areas hand out any awards to campers, patrols, and troops. This campfire ends with a slideshow of 
your week at camp and the closing Scout songs by the staff. 

 Where: Line up at the Campfire Circle Entrance 

 When: Friday Night at 8pm 
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Magic: The Gathering™ Tournament: 
Camp isn’t just about merit badges. Scouts enjoy all sorts of fun activities here at Ockanickon and 
we have something fun for everyone. One of the most popular activities in camp is Magic: The 
Gathering™, so we have dedicated a night where everyone in camp that enjoys the card game can 
get together and play against all of the other Magic fans. Players may play pick-up games or partic-
ipate in one of the two tournaments where players with winning records receive prizes. The tour-
nament is run by an experienced DCI Judge. 
 When: Tuesday Night 7:15pm 
 Where: Foster Dining Hall 
 Cost: $5.00 for Constructed (Player Provides Their Own Deck),  
  $20.00 for Sealed (Players Receive Five Packs to Build a Deck) 

 
 
Totin’ Chip:  
This training for knife, ax, and saw safety is offered by our staff to anyone who needs it, whether 
it’s their first time or they need a refresher class. Campers learn the safety precautions Scouts 
need to take when using or carrying one of these potentially dangerous tools. It’s a hands on 
course, with the campers practicing the skills they are learning so they retain the information more 
effectively. 
 When: Tuesday Night 7:15pm 
 Where: Dan Beard Field 
 Who: Campers that are NOT in the Dan Beard, but need Totin’ Chip 
 
 

Free Swim 
You can choose to chill out in the pool, join a game of water polo, or dive for rings. 
Times:  Monday—Friday 3:30pm—5:00pm 
 
 

Planetarium 
Relax in an air conditioned dome, learning about the stars. The view is as if you were laying out 
watching the stars, except without the bugs. 
Times:   Tuesday and Thursday 7pm – 9pm 
 
 

Woodburning 
Want something to bring home with you? Stop by and create something to commemorate your 
trip to camp, or make something for the family that couldn’t make it. 
Times: 9:15-12:00 & 2:00-5:00 
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CPR Certification from American Heart Association 

How to Sign Up: Sign Up and Pay at the Camp Office. 

 Cost: $40 includes a CPR mask 

 What you get: Upon paying- you will receive a workbook packet that you need  
 for the class. 

 Where: Totem Lodge 

 When: Choose which session you want to attend when you pay at the Camp Of 
 fice. DAYS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

 

Paddle Craft Safety (+16 yrs) 

This training expands on Safety Afloat to include the skills and knowledge needed for a unit leader 
to confidently supervise canoeing or kayaking excursions on flat water. 

2pm to 5pm Monday thru Friday 

 

Safe Swim Defense (+16 yrs) 

This session reviews what you need to take your troop swimming. 

2pm Monday at the Pool 

 

Safety Afloat (+16 yrs) 

This session reviews what you need to take your troop boating. 

2pm Monday at the Pool 

 

Swimming & Water Rescue (+16 yrs) 

This training expands on Safe Swim Defense to provide leaders with information and skills to pre-
vent, recognize, and respond to swimming emergencies. 

9:15am to 12pm Monday thru Friday 

   

SCUBA BSA       

Sign up with Dan at the Pool to learn a little bit about and do some SCUBA.  

Cost: $45… Dinner at the Pool afterwards – INCLUDED 

http://www.test.ockanickon.org/summer/policies-procedures/before-camp/sign-up-badges-activities/
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Duty to God: 

 

As a part of doing their Duty to God, all Scouts are expected to participate in a worship ex-
perience as part of every camp experience. At Camp Ockanickon, we offer a variety of op-
portunities to fulfill that requirement. 
 
Vespers: 
Vespers is the name of a brief prayer service that is held around sundown, at the end of the day. 
The word comes from the Latin “vesper” which means “evening” and the practice of evening pray-
er comes from the evening prayer services which were held in monasteries from at least the early 
sixth century. Vespers Services at Camp Ockanickon are intended to be suitable for all Scouts, with 
the focus being on the Scout Oath, Scout Law, and patriotic themes. They are not “religious” but 
are intended to be a meaningful spiritual experience for all. 
 
Daily Devotionals: 
The daily devotionals are informal sessions focusing on one of the points of the Scout Law each 
day. Each individual, either youth or adult, participates in an interactive way. 
 
Duty to God Puzzle Patch Program: 
**For Youth and Adults** 
Camp Ockanickon participates in the Duty to God Puzzle Patch program available from P.R.A.Y. 
Publishing Co. This is the company that publishes the materials for scouts to use when working to-
ward their religious medal within their own faith organization. Youth and adults can earn their Du-
ty To God patch by completing five easy requirements as listed on the form available in the camp 
office. 
The first time the program is completed, the participant receives the patch with the kneeling scout, 
which is always available. After the first patch is earned, the subsequent patch of the year is 
earned—this subsequent patch changes each year in a rotation. Complete the puzzle picture by 
finishing the program four sequential times and earning all four patches. 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwih-Kee6IvRAhWIRyYKHQFsBikQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.praypub.org%2Fduty-to-god&bvm=bv.142059868,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNERTEi53X6M-KL0A-AN3ei1MHKNwA&ust=14826339964604
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Section #3: Program 
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Ockanickon Scout Reservation 

Washington Crossing Council, B.S.A. 

5787 State Park Road 

Pipersville, PA 18947 

215-297-5290 

www.ockanickon.org 

Climbing 
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Comanche 

        A 

Comanche 

        B 
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For documents please visit WWW.OCKANICKON.ORG/RESOURCES 
 
 

Documents 
Annual Health and Medical Record 2015 

Directions to OSR from Major Highways 

Map of Ockanickon 

Map of OSR - Topographic 

Map of OSR & Area - Topographic 

 

Registration and Payment Documents 
2017 Meal Ticket Prices 

2017 Provisional Camper Form 

Camp Scholarship Application 

Swim Test Record (fillable PDF) 

 

Program Documents 
ATV Waiver & Hold Harmless Agreement 

Bucks County River Country Rafting Release Form (PDF) 

Doylestown Rock Gym Hold Harmless Agreement 

Horsemanship Driving Directions 

Horsemanship Release Form (PDF) 

SCUBA - Bubblemaker’s Questionnaire (PDF) 

SCUBA BSA Information Packet (PDF) 

YMCA Skate Park Waiver 

 

http://WWW.OCKANICKON.ORG/RESOURCES
http://www.scouting.org/filestore/HealthSafety/pdf/680-001_ABC.pdf
http://www.ockanickon.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Directions-to-OSR-major-roadways.pdf
http://www.ockanickon.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Map-of-OSR-topographic.pdf
http://www.ockanickon.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Map-of-OSR-and-Area-topographic.pdf
http://www.ockanickon.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Map-of-OSR-and-Large-Area-topographic.pdf
http://www.ockanickon.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Picnic-Dinner-and-Continental-Breakfast-Prices.pdf
http://www.ockanickon.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Provisional-Reservation-Form.pdf
http://www.ockanickon.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/2017-Camp-Scholarship-Application.pdf
http://www.ockanickon.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/swim-test-record.pdf
http://www.ockanickon.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/ATV-permission-form-fillable.pdf
https://rivercountry.3dcartstores.com/assets/images/liabilityrelease.pdf
http://doylestownrockgym.com/participant-agreement/
http://www.ockanickon.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Horsemanship-Directions.pdf
http://www.ockanickon.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Horesemanship-release-form.pdf
https://www.padi.com/documents/padi-courses/2.5.1.2%20bublmkrstmnt_v101.pdf
http://www.scouting.org/filestore/pdf/19-515.pdf
http://www.ockanickon.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/YMCA-Skate-Park-Waiver.pdf


Contact Information 

Before Camp Opens 

 Washington Crossing Council 

 1 Scout Way 

 Doylestown, PA 18901 

 Phone: (215) 348-7205 

 Fax: (215) 348-7289 

 support@ockanickon.org 

 www.ockanickon.org 

 

During Camp Season (June 11 through August 12) 

 Ockanickon Scout Reservation 

 5787 State Park Road 

 Pipersville, PA 18947 

 Phone: (215) 297-5290 

 Fax: (215) 297-8702 

 support@ockanickon.org 

 www.ockanickon.org 

UPDATED 29-April-17 




