Kendrick Peak Overnight Hike – September 22-23, 2018

	What:
	A 9 mile round trip, one night hike to the summit of Kendrick Peak

	When:
	Depart FCF Saturday, September 22, 2018 at 8:00 AM (meet at 7:45 AM) and return at approximately 1 PM on Sunday, September 23rd.

	Who:
	All interested Scouts and Adults with current Health forms. Scouts must have a signed Activity Consent Form.  Adult leaders must have had Youth Protection Training within the last 2 years.


What to bring:

	· Backpack

· Tent (can be shared)

· Sleeping bag & pad

· Food (Saturday lunch and dinner, Sunday breakfast, lunch, snacks)

· Water (3-4 quarts; no water available on trail)
	· Mess kit (cooking pots & utensils)

· Sunscreen

· Flashlight

· Pocket knife (totin’ chip required)
	· Good hiking boots and socks

· Clothes (Dress in layers, warmth for night)

· Toiletries (toothbrush, comb, etc..)

· Rain coat, poncho or light coat

· Hat

· Camera (optional)

· First Aid Kit

· Medications


Getting There:

From Flagstaff drive 17 miles north on highway 180; turn left onto a maintained dirt road (Forest Road 193).  Continue 3.2 miles, and then turn right onto another maintained dirt road (Forest Road 171).  Drive 2 miles; turn right onto Forest Road 190 and continue 0.4 miles to the signed trailhead on the right hand side of the road.

The Hike:

9.2 miles round-trip (4.6 uphill Saturday, camp in saddle, 4.6 miles downhill Sunday). This is a hike to one of the highest vistas in Northern Arizona; from the summit you will be able to see the Grand Canyon and Oak Creek Canyon as well as impressive plants and wildlife.

Trail description

At the trailhead parking lot, you’ll see a paneled sign detailing the Kendrick Mountain trail system. Three trails lead up to the fire lookout tower, with the Kendrick Mountain Trail being the most direct route. The trail starts to the right of the sign and heads northeast through a forest of scarred ponderosa pines. Blackened trunks and stumps remind hikers of fire’s destructive force, as over 14,700 acres of the forest burned in the Pumpkin Fire in May 2000. 

Through the ponderosa cemetary
As the trail winds through pockets of fire damage that are now recovering, it begins contouring a small drainage that you’ll cross in the first half mile. Charred, fallen trees line the trail, making it easy to follow while climbing a steady grade.

You get a glimpse of the San Francisco Peaks to the east after just 0.4 mile and soon after that you get your first clear view of Kendrick Mountain, the leftmost peak at the top of the drainage.  

Midway through the switchbacks, note the change in soil color. Because Kendrick Mountain is a lava dome, the soils indicate the mountain’s volcanic history. Near the beginning of the hike the path has a reddish tint, as the underlying rock is basaltic cinders. Higher on the mountain, the lighter color indicates a pumice-based soil.

Explore a historic cabin
After the trail crosses over to the right side of the drainage, you’ll begin the final switches up to the saddle. Here, you’ll cross a flat meadow at 4.5 miles with an old cabin tucked amongst the spruce and fir trees. This log cabin, listed in the National Register of Historic Places, dates back to the early 1900’s when the fire lookout used it as a home. Today, the Forest Service no longer uses the cabin, but the open door is an invitation to explore 20th century relics left behind by the former lookout. Be sure to leave a note in the trail log, which sits inside on the wooden desk.  Please don’t remove any of the objects, which are protected under the National Historic Preservation Act.

Several foot trails lead from the back of the cabin into a small clearing. You’ll find log benches and a fire ring. Bull Basin Trail crosses over to the north slope of the mountain from here, but the final ascent of Kendrick Mountain involves climbing a few more switchbacks on the east side of the peak. Follow the sign that points toward the Kendrick Lookout, and you’ll be at the summit after just another half-mile of hard work.

Kendrick Lookout Tower
A fire look out tower sits at the top of Kendrick Mountain. During the summer, a uniformed ranger lives and works in the glassed-in tower, keeping an eye out for “smokes” and communicating with other lookouts in the region.  From the summit, you’ll have expansive views of the western portion of the San Francisco Volcanic Field which has more than 600 volcanoes stretching from Seligman to several miles east of Flagstaff. Like Kendrick Mountain, Sitgreaves and Bill Williams mountains are lava domes, created when viscous lava bulged upward.

https://www.grandcanyontrust.org/kendrick-peak-trail
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